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Families cultivating the community garden at City 
Peace Church with Imagine Cincinnati. Photo: Jen 
Fisher.

Simons Studio at City Peace Church
  by Brian Moll

    John and Maria sleep in the front seat of 
their aging sedan – once prized for its fuel 
e iciency  no  the sole easure of stabil-
ity for their gro ing fa ily  Maria is e 

onths pregnant  heir children  eight and 
si  ha e already s itched schools t ice 
this year
    hey par  near a school playground to 
shorten the orning co ute  John grabs 
a fe  hours of sleep before catching the 
bus to his  p  shift at a local anufac-
turing plant  Maria ill ta e the children 
to school before running to her part-ti e 
ob across to n  hey are e hausted  so-
lated  eter ined
    heir story is one of hundreds in Cincin-
nati  here the a erage age of a person 
e periencing ho elessness is nine  and 
children can change schools up to se -
en ti es in a single year  hroughout the 
year  ore than  students in Cincin-
nati ublic chools ill e perience hous-

ing insecurity  
    o  ages and soaring housing costs 
are usually to bla e  But the co ents 
say other ise  Just get a ob  top being 
lazy  f  ere you  d do better
    My friend e  Jen isher  ecu-
ti e irector of agine Cincinnati a 
C C e erging co unity of faith that 
launched in  turned e on to a pod-
cast ia Cincinnati ublic adio  about 
the gro ing challenge of ho elessness in 
our city  e sat together o er brea fast 
one orning discussing ays to address 
the podcast s call for respite shelter part-
ners  people and organizations ho could 
potentially o er short-ter  stays for pub-
lic school fa ilies on a aitlist for lon-
ger-ter  shelter space
    ur congregation  City eace Church  
had recently transfor ed our o ice space 
and ar etplace apart ents into a ord-
able housing for i igrants and refugees  

dditionally  an old garage on our property 
as retro tted to house agine Cincinna-

ti s fa ily playgroups  a bal  for the souls 
of so any parents in our neighborhood  
    Jen is hat they call a go-getter  and 

Continued on pg. 2
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Continued from pg. 1
she isn t shy about a ing re uests  s  
conte plated hat ore could be done  
she slid an idea across the table
    hat about that storage space ith the 
little bathroo  in it e use for playgroups  
Could it be turned into – housing for a fa -
ily in need   ry s ile bro e across her 
face  he ne  she as onto so ething  
     hadn t had a chance to spea  yet – y 
brain needed ore co ee rst – but  then 
let her in on a little secret  ur eace 
and Justice ea  has been thin ing and 
praying about ho  e could transfor  
that storage space into a respite roo  for 
i igrants  or for our neighbors ho li e 
on the street  or for B  fol s re ect-
ed fro  their fa ilies  e e actually been 
thin ing about this for a fe  years  
    hin ing is di erent than doing  Bri-
an  er s ile beca e a s ir  Jen as 
goading e in all the ost appropriate 

ays  ur friendship spanned ore than 
fteen years  starting out in e  or  
here e started faith co unities to-

gether  ust before y career de eloped 
into ser ing our unhoused neighbors in the 
Big pple
    e both landed in Cincinnati in  

hether it as a di ine appoint ent or 
du b luc  e ere eager to ta e ad an-
tage of any opportunity to ser e together 
again  he idea of a respite roo  to help 
stabilize students experiencing housing 
insecurity as ripe for i ple entation  
    ur eace and Justice ea  ga e legs 
to the idea  ur Church Council helped us 
sort out ho  to dot s and cross s  nd 
our acilities ea  as so excited about 
the idea  they began proper de olition on 
the old storage roo  – no  called i ons 

tudio – as soon as our church ga e the 
pro ect an enthusiastic thu bs up  
    Con ersations ith Matt ritchard  
C C ssociate astor of erging aith 
Co unities  and lizabeth elly led to a 

ise p and a e Courage  grant re uest 
appro ed  along ith support fro  MC 

s Justice und  local dollars  and a 

grant e recei ed through agine Cincin-
nati s local partnerships  Jen isher shared 
about the pro ect   ne  the church as 
thoughtfully discerning ho  their building 
could ser e the neighborhood  and they e 
been incredible partners and a real source 
of inspiration for the fa ilies  ser e  n a 
ti e hen any are shying a ay fro  the 
idea of church   proud to partner ith 
and share the good they are doing to build 
peace in our city

City Peace member Charlie Patty and a neighbor-
hood contractor inspecting the future shower and 
bathroom.

    e are also partnering ith Mennonite 
isaster er ice on the initiati e  ho ill 

pro ide olunteers to help our facilities 
tea  install a sho er  ne  bathroo  and 
essentials for the roo  he truth is  hur-
ricanes and tornadoes can displace people 
in a o ent  ho elessness  ho e er  is of-
ten a slo - o ing disaster  ents increase  

 car brea s do n  e er hours scheduled 
at or  or a sic  child at ho e can subtly 
alter the direction of so eone s life – slo -
ly  but surely  ending in a terri c plight for 
e eryone in ol ed  
    e ai  to pro ide -  ee s of stable 
li ing for a fa ily  before they are placed 
in longer-ter  housing through other 
city agencies  n addition to the abo e 
partners  e are collaborating ith ro -
ect Connect an ar  of Cincinnati ublic 

chools  to house and support our guests  
    ol s li e John and Maria are desperate  
and deter ined  nd  no  they are not 
alone     Continued on pg. 3

 Connector     Central istrict Conference          March     



Continued from pg. 2
f you or your church ould li e to partner 
ith us on this pro ect  either ith start-up 

or ongoing operational costs  you can con-
tribute here or reach out to e brian
citypeacechurch org
    he i ons tudio nitiati e ai s to 
bring healing and hope to our city by pro-
iding a te porary place of refuge for 

neighbors in dire need  e in ite you to 
pray ith us that od ill do far ore than 

e could e er as  or i agine
    n the ords of Menno i ons  rue 
e angelical faith cannot lie dor ant  it 
clothes the na ed  it feeds the hungry  it 
co forts the sorro ful  it shelters the des-
titute  it ser es those that har  it  it binds 
up that hich is ounded  it has beco e 
all things to all creatures

Manitoba Companion Congregation
  by e in Chupp

    n epte ber  follo ing so e interna-
tional ecclesial atch a ing  our con-
ference inisters arranged for e fro  
Mennonite Church of or al  ll  and 
a representati e fro  ope Mennonite 
Church in innipeg to begin nding ays 
to foster greater connection and deeper 
relationship bet een congregations across 
the Canada-  border
    Careless ords and actions co ing fro  
the  ade e eager to apologize to y 
Canadian siblings  at the ery least  t also 
see ed li e an i portant opportunity 

Below left: Men-
nonite Church 
of Normal sent 
a stethoscope 
and book on the 
church’s history 
to Hope Menno-
nite Church in 
Winnipeg. Right: 
Hope Mennonite 
Church sent a 
puzzle and other 
gifts.

to re e ber that until  Mennonites 
disregarded the th parallel as a border 
for their deno inational bodies  
    e started the con ersation by oo  
to i agine the possibilities and decided to 
introduce  our congregations to each oth-

er by sharing letters and sy bolic ob ects  
id the Canada ost stri e  e got cre-

ati e  ro  innipeg ca e a bubble ail-
er that re uired less processing  nside 

ere puzzle pieces that  hen asse bled  
re eal the signatures of any fro  the 
congregation  he puzzle itself represents 
things about belonging  discerning  and 
approachability  
    hen  ith Matt ritchard as courier  

e sent a stethoscope to innipeg a 
reference to our historic part in the hos-
pital co unity and college of nursing in 

or al  n the sa e tune  our ision state-
ent that includes our co it ent to 

the or  of healing in our co unity and 
orld  a ing traded these little things 
ade the connection ore tangible and 

spar ed i agination  
    s e loo  for ays to continue the 
con ersation  e focused on regular inds 
of sharing ith each other  e o er ne s 
updates and prayer re uests on a onthly 
basis  Both congregations ha e space for 
sharing ithin the context of orship  so 
our co it ents to pray for each other 
are isible to the hole congregation in 
that ay  hile there are so e loose 
connections that preexisted this for al 

Continued on pg. 4
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relationship including so e cousins  e 
are opening up ne  relationships and per-
specti es  ach of our congregations are 
facing uni ue opportunities and challeng-
es  and yet e ha e resonance fro  those 
deep places of co on con ictions  
    f course  e ha e learned that not e -
erything is so neatly separated by borders  

ith Minneapolis situated al ost perfectly 
e uidistant fro  each of our congregations 

e uic ly realized that e all ha e rela-
tionships there and share serious concern 
about hat has happened in recent onths 
and hat lies ahead for us in the  
    t has been a elco e re inder of the 
truth that Maya ngelou na ed so ell  

o e recognizes no barriers  t u ps 
hurdles  leaps fences  penetrates alls 
to arri e at its destination full of hope  

pea ing fro  this side of the border   
can testify that e are nding this to be 
true  

*

Breathe In, Breathe Out:
Futility and Levity, on Repeat
  by y i bel an

This year we are fea-
turing guest blogs from 
conference and denom-
inational leadership 
outside of CDC, and we 
welcome this contri-
bution from Amy, the 
Conference Minister of 
Mountain States Con-
ference.

    he follo ing is an excerpt fro  a 
ser on on cclesiastes chapter  that  
preached in one of our Mountain States 
congregations in   anted to adapt it 
and share it ith you all in C C
    espair  bliss  despair  bliss  nd it s 
only uesday  t s only  in the orning  

espair again  Bliss again  Merle eld
    or e erything there is a season  and 
a ti e for e ery purpose under hea en  

ccl 
     fe  onths ago  y four-year-old 

en as ed hy  as tal ing to yself 
hile he played ith egos   told hi  that 

 riting a ser on in y head it has 
to do ith opposites in a boo  of the Bible 
called cclesiastes does he ant e to 
read it aloud
    e did  e especially connected ith a 
fe  of the  a ti e for planting and up-
rooting re inded hi  of addy s garden  

nd he as right in the iddle of tearing 
do n his ego boat  hich he ould of 
course build up again  hen e got to the 
lo e and hate part   as ed hi  if you re al-
lo ed to hate people  nd en said ery 
seriously  o  you can t hate people  But 
you can hate iruses  e as born March 
of  so he s heard ore than his fair 
share about iruses
    nd then e listened to the Byrds song
    he author of cclesiastes clai s that 
reality is a cycle  li e the seasons  hate -
er has happened that s hat ill happen 
again  
    And as this author processes the cycli-
cal nature of the orld  he uses this ord  
he el o er and o er  ti es in this short 
boo
    hat is he el  e el is literally the 
apor exhaled hile breathing  the aste 

product of our lungs  ere and then gone  
you can t e en see it unless it s cold out-
side  
    erything  all of this  the author says  
is exhale
    nterestingly  the ord gets translated 
a host of ays  futility  anity  absurdity  
insubstantiality  eaninglessness  
    Maybe  hose interpretations could 
be true  Maybe the fact that so ething 
doesn t last fore er  that it s here and then 
gone  and perhaps bac  again  aybe that 

o es it to ards eaninglessness  i e 
the o ie roundhog ay  o er and o er  

ith each repetition decreasing its alue
    r because t o things can be true at 
the sa e ti e  and because e can al ays

Continued on pg. 5
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 tal  bac  to the text aybe the eeting 
nature of things a es the  ore pre-
cious  rather than less  hin  of a lo ed 
one in hospice  f you ere told  his is 
the last day of breaths this person ill 
breathe  the last ords they ill spea  

ouldn t you hang on e ery ord
    e el is true  utility  absurdity  and 

eaninglessness are ery real  e el 
see s to apply hen e read the head-
lines to learn of so uch iolence and 
oppression in our country and orld  ere 
in Mountain States  hen  people are 
detained or deported in one year fro  

oca de efugio in San Antonio  it s too 
uch  espair and futility and po erless-

ness see  to pre ail  
    hose in the throes 
of eaninglessness 
ha e uch to teach
    But so ething else 
is also true  singing 
in the bac ground  
ruah
    Ruah is another 

ord for breath  air  
or spirit  
    ou e probably 
heard this ord nar-
rati e  t s one of the 

ords for breath  
od breathes  and 

hu ans are ali e
    ife-gi ing breath  

ind  his ani ating force  this spirit of 
li ing creatures
Maybe as the seasons co e and go  and 

e breathe in and out  aybe ruah is true 
too  Maybe all this  e ery last air particle  
is nothing short of sacred and precious 
and holy
    e yearn for no one to be ripped a ay 
fro  their fa ily  e yearn for e eryone 
to ha e hat they need  in the S and 
around the orld  e yearn for shalo  
because e all are connected  e all are 
infused ith od s breath
    And so  e la ent and act  e share 

resources and prayers and s all ind-
nesses  e protest and a e calls and get 
in ol ed locally to or  against the any 

ays ustice and peace are being under-
ined  f e are not currently in crisis  

our oral in ury outrage nds us aligning 
oursel es ith those ho are in crisis  ust 
as Jesus did
    n he Boo  of Joy  Archbishop es ond 

utu exhorts us  in the face of su ering  to 
be appalled  t s so onderful that e can 

be distressed  he says  t ould be a ful 
if e loo ed on all of that horrendousness 
and e said  Ah  it doesn t really atter
    r as Roca s astor ianne arcia says  

et it bother you
    And right on the heels of crying out for 
ustice  e re e ber that e ill not be 
able to resist despair ith despair  he 
seasons are not al ays onths long  so e-
ti es they are ere inutes  espair 
gi es ay  o er and o er again  to beauty 
and onder and le ity that ill eep us 
ali e and sane and pointed to ards od  
to ards o e  in these ti es
    As Cesar Cha ez said  e dra  our 
strength fro  the ery despair in hich e 
ha e been forced to li e  e shall endure
    Because coupled ith our despair is our 
desire to connect  to lo e  t s incredible 
ho  co passionate and generous people 
can be  es ond utu says  ur ability to 
turn to ards others to honor our utuality 
and relie e su ering leads to oy so eho  
and creates a irtuous cycle  rather than 
a icious cycle  e are brought bac  to 
each other  to the goodness in oursel es 
and others  again and again       
    e shall endure  Church  e shall 
la ent  e shall resist  And against all 
odds  e shall hope  too  And as e do  

ay e eep breathing ife and o e in 
and out  in and out  until e ery last one of 
us can breathe a sigh of relief

Rev. Amy S. Zimbelman is the Conference 
Minister of Mountain States Mennonite 
Conference. She lives in Colorado Springs 
with her husband and two sons.

An oil painting of Amy 
Zimbelman and son 
Bennett by Adrienne De 
Forrest of Boulder Men-
nonite Church, Colo.
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Annual Meeting 
Sa e the date for the upco ing Annual 
Meeting  here ill be ti e for orship  
fello ship  or shops  and play  e hope 
you can oin us

here  astern Mennonite ni ersity
      arrisonburg  irginia

hen  June -  

Registration opens on May 1

Installation

Robin alton as installed as astor of 
Congregational Care at Colu bus 
Mennonite Church hio  on Sunday  
March 1  hoto  aura Steiner  

Financial report
February 28, 2025

Income
2025/2026 income to date . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 230,755.20
2025/2026 plan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 240,676.67

i erence etweenn income and plan. . . . . $ , 21.47

Expenses
2025/2026 expenses to date . . . . . . . . . . . $ 221,483.01
2025/2026 spending plan . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 247,3 .14
Under expenditure against plan . . . . . . . . . .$ 25, 16.13

i erence etween income and expenses . . .$ ,272.1

We are over half of the way 
through the current scal year 
and are once again in a strong 
nancial position. While income 

has een a little lower than 
anticipated, expenses have een 
lower than the spending plan. 
han  you for your contri utions 

to the ministry of CDC.

Report provided by Steve Jolley, 
conference treasurer

Central District ce:
oug Luginbill  con erence minister
mma artman  administrator

Matt ritchard  minister or emerging aith communities
Kristin ancken  church sa ety coordinator
Mailing address:  ox  Goshen  I  6 2
Phone: . .
Email: o ce@mcusacdc.org
Web: www.mcusacdc.org 
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram @centraldis
trictcon erence and Bluesky @centraldistrict


