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Columbus to host annual meeting in June

T

he annual meeting of Central District Conference
promises the experiences of each year—worship,
learning, singing, praying, and spending time with
friends—both new and
familiar. At the same time, the
upcoming gathering June 23
to 25, will have its own flavor,
seasoned by the hosting
congregation, Columbus
Mennonite Church, and the
setting in Columbus, Ohio.
Family Day on Thursday
offers fun activities for the
whole family. Then the first
session will be a worship
service Thursday evening,
June 23. Friday through
Saturday morning will be
delegate sessions, more worship,
a plenary session focusing on Israel/
Palestine and seminars.

The special flavor for this gathering will come
through the Backyard Picnic before the opening
worship service, the CMC Music Sampler
		
Thursday evening, and the worship
			
services planned by a local committee.
				
Surrounding the entire
			
experience will be the CDC theme
			
for this year: “Abounding in love
				
... Abiding in grace.”

			
			

Annual meeting 		
Hosts and location

				
Columbus Mennonite Church
				
(CMC) will host the annual
			
meeting. Their location is
			
35 Oakland Park Ave., Columbus,
			
Ohio 43214. Delegate sessions will be
		
held at North Broadway United
		 Methodist Church, 48 East North Broadway,
Columbus (a five-minute walk from CMC). Locations
of other activities are announced with each item or
on the CDC website.

Visit the CDC website

For all details of the annual meeting, visit
mcusacdc.org/annual-meeting. You will find:
•

Registration forms for the gathering, along
with forms for childcare, Mennonite Women
and Mennonite Men dinners, Pastoral
Appreciation dinner, and fund-raising
activities

•

Reports, including items requiring action

•

Maps of pertinent locations

•

Information about housing and meal options

•

Speakers, seminars, plenary session

Columbus Mennonite Church is the location for the
annual meeting worship services.

Annual meeting details

Schedule

Thursday – Family Day
Family Day events are open to everyone! You do not
need to register for the annual meeting to attend.
11:00am – Golf Outing at Minerva Lake Golf Course,
11:00pm – Run/Walk/Bike-a-thon begins at Columbus
Mennonite Church (CMC), 35 Oakland Park Ave,
Columbus, Ohio 43214
2:00pm – Piecemakers Comforter Knotting at CMC in the
basement
2:00pm – Registration for Annual Meeting at CMC in the
lobby
5:00pm – Pastor Appreciation Dinner at CMC in the
fellowship hall
5:30pm – Backyard Picnic at Whetstone Park
7:30pm – WORSHIP at CMC. Speaker: Mark Rupp, pastor
of Columbus Mennonite Church
9:00pm – Ice Cream Social and CMC Music Sampler in
the CMC fellowship hall

Friday
DELEGATE SESSION 1 in Anniversary Hall, North
Broadway United Methodist Church (NBUMC)
8:30am
• Welcome/Introductions
• Summary Review and ACTION on 2015 Annual
Meeting Minutes
• State of the Conference Address
• Treasurer’s Report and Presentation of the Proposed
2016-2017 Spending Plan
• Presentation of and ACTION on the 2016-2017 Slate
of Nominees
• Commissioning Prayer
9:20am
• Getting acquainted around tables
• Congregational story
9:45 – 10:15am – BREAK/Snacks
10:15am
• Constituency Leaders Council (CLC) Report
• Historical vignette
• Introduction of Open Table Mennonite Fellowship
• Camp Friedenswald Highlights
11:00am
• Missional Church Committee Report
• Word from Mennonite Church USA
• Introduction of guests
• Announcements
11:45am – LUNCH
12:45pm – VISITING/DISPLAYS/BOOKSIGNINGS
DELEGATE SESSION 2 in Anniversary Hall, North
Broadway United Methodist Church (NBUMC)
1:15pm
• Congregational story
• Dwelling in the Word
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1:45pm
• Plenary and table group discussion with Dr Alex
Awad
3:15pm – BREAK/Snacks
3:45pm – SEMINARS at Columbus Mennonite Church
• Come and See Tour with James Rissler, Joel Miller,
Dawn Yoder Harms, Deron Brill Bergstresser, Janeen
Bertsche Johnson, Renee Kanagy, Dr. Alex Awad
• Immigration/Border Issues with Jorge Vielman and
Mark Claassen
• Archiving Congregational Documents with Carrie
Phillips
• Human Sexuality Biblical Perspective Study Guide
with Gerald and Carrie Mast
• Slowing Down in Prayer with Lois Johns Kaufmann
and Sally Weaver Glick
5:15pm – Transition
5:30pm – DINNER
• Mennonite Women at CMC in the fellowship hall
• Mennonite Men at NBUMC in Anniversary Hall
• A list of restaurants is available (in delegate packets)
for those who are not participating in one of the
above dinners
7:00pm – FREE TIME
7:30pm – WORSHIP at CMC. Speaker: Brenda Sawatzky
Paetkau, pastor at Eighth Street Mennonite Church,
Goshen, Ind.
9:00pm – RECEPTION for Lois Johns Kaufmann at CMC in
the fellowship hall

Saturday
8:30am – WORSHIP at CMC. Speaker: Wanda Stopher,
pastor at First Mennonite Church, Bluffton, Ohio
10:00am – BREAK/Snacks in the CMC fellowship hall
DELEGATE SESSION 3 in Anniversary Hall, North
Broadway United Methodist Church (NBUMC)
10:30am
• Congregational story
• ACTION: 2016-2017 Spending Plan
• ACTION: Constitutional Change re Annual Meeting
Program Planning Committee and Missional Church
Committee (number of members)
• MCC Great Lakes Report
11:00am
• Ministerial Committee Report: Recognition of new
pastors/credentialed leaders and remembering
pastors who have died
11:15am
• Open mic
• Listening Committee Report
11:45am
• Evaluations
12:00pm – CLOSE of Annual Meeting
May 2016

2

Start with renewal and fun

B

iking, running, walking, golfing, tying
comforters and a backyard picnic. These will
signal the beginning of the annual meeting.
While the official start is the 7:30 pm worship
service, come early to join the array of activities
that will build relationship that are central to
CDC. For the third year, activities are planned
for Thursday afternoon. Some of these raise
funds for CDC; others support the work of the
hosting congregation.
Biking, running, walking and golfing give
participants an opportunity to get acquainted
with what the city of Columbus offers;
registration fees support CDC. Tying comforters
gives opportunities to learn more about
Columbus Mennonite Church’s ministries.

Annual meeting details

A view of the Olentangy Trail that bikers, walkers
and runners will see on the Thursday afternoon
route.

Be sure to arrive in time for the picnic prior
to the evening worship service. The setting has
plenty for all ages to enjoy.

Worship services

Plenary session

hree worship services are planned during
our time together. These will be held in the
sanctuary at Columbus Mennonite Church.

he Rev. Alex Awad will be a guest speaker in
a Friday afternoon plenary session. Dr. Awad
will share about the context in Israel/Palestine,
speak to what we can do and share reasons
for hope. He will share his perspectives and
insight and then continue the conversation as
participants talk in table groups. He also will be
available in the Come and See Tour workshop to
answer questions.
Dr. Awad is a missionary with the General
Board of Global Ministries of The United
Methodist Church. For many years he served
in Israel/Palestine with his wife, Brenda. He
was the pastor of a small international church
in East Jerusalem and was affiliated with the
Bethlehem Bible College as professor, dean of
students, and board member.
Early in his life in Jerusalem, Dr. Awad’s
father was killed and his family lived as
refugees. He and his family were Christians in
a context where most of his peers were Muslim.
As an adult he studied at Asbury Theological
Seminary, and he has served with the United
Methodist Church in pastoral and teaching
ministries not only in Palestine/Israel and the
US, but also in Norway, England, Romania,
Brazil, South Africa, Sweden, Holland and
Germany.

T

Thursday, June 23, 7:30 pm
Speaker: Mark Rupp,
pastor at Columbus Mennonite
Church, Columbus, Ohio
Theme: Abounding
Text: Luke 8:1-14
Friday, June 24, 7:30 pm
Speaker: Brenda Sawatzky Paetkau,
pastor at Eighth Street
Mennonite Church,
Goshen, Indiana
Theme: Abiding
Text: Luke 8:16-25
Offering for the work of
Central District Conference
Communion
Saturday, June 25, 8:30 am
Speaker: Wanda Stopher,
pastor at First Mennonite
Church, Bluffton, Ohio
Theme: Abiding
Text: Luke 8:26-39
Reporter
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Annual meeting details

Seminars

P

articipants at the annual meeting are invited
to choose one of the following five seminars.

Come and See—Israel-Palestine tour

Presenters: Pastors who participated in a “Come
and See” learning tour to Israel/Palestine:
Deron Bergstresser, Dawn Yoder Harms, Janeen
Bertsche Johnson, Renee Kanagy, Joel Miller
Participants will share how the learning tour
has changed them. Rev. Dr. Alex Awad will
respond, and there will be time for discussion.

Slowing Down in Prayer

Presenters: Lois Johns Kaufmann, CDC
conference minister, and Sally Weaver Glick,
pastor/doula of Open Table Menn. Fellowship
In a world filled with noise, information and
to-do lists, how do we slow down to notice
the ways God is touching our lives? Lois and
Sally, both experienced spiritual directors, will
introduce and guide us in two ways of praying—
praying with beads and praying our day.

Archiving Church Records

Presenter: Carrie Phillips
Carrie Phillips, Bluffton University Archives
and Special Collections Librarian and caretaker

Financial Report

Financial support for your Central District
Conference has remained strong and
with two months remaining in our fiscal
year, giving from congregations totaled
$154,850. The goal for the end of the year
(June 30) is $172,000, so $17,150 more is
needed from congregations in these last
two months. Giving to CDC directly from
individuals and families totaled $17,203
through April 30 against the goal for the
year of $24,500. Thus an additional $7,300
would be needed to meet this part of the
plan. Expenses are running somewhat
behind the plan thanks to Lois’s and
Emma’s careful management so all-in-all,
the finances of CDC are in good shape.
The board and stewardship committee are
grateful for this strong support.
— Roger Nafziger, Conference treasurer
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of the CDC archives, will review strategies
for retention, transfer and disposal of
congregational records. Carrie will review the
basics for preserving treasured congregational
documents, including strategies, materials and
tools for proper local storage and cleaning.

Previewing Human Sexuality in
Biblical Perspective: A new resource
for the church

Presenters: Gerald and Carrie Mast
Participants will examine Human Sexuality in
Biblical Perspective, a new study guide that
originated with CDC. Doing an interactive
sample study session, participants will consider
a variety of contexts and methods for using this
resource in the church.

Immigration/Border Issues

Presenter: Jorge Vielman, Mark Claassen
Members from Hively Avenue Mennonite
Church and Southside Fellowship will share
from their experience last summer in Agua
Prieta, Mexico, and Douglas, Arizona, funded
by a CDC Reign of God grant. They will discuss
how congregations can be welcoming to the
stranger (immigrant) and will connect Agua
Prieta stories to the larger realities that compel
people to immigrate.

Children’s activities

A

ctivities and care for children is planned
during the annual meeting sessions.
Care is available on Thursday evening
during the worship service, on Friday during
morning and afternoon sessions and evening
worship, and on Saturday morning. In addition,
childcare is provided for children whose parents
are participating in the Pastor Appreciation,
Mennonite Men’s and Mennonite Women’s
dinners.
The Kindergarten through grade 6 children
will visit the Columbus Zoo on Friday. Please
read details on the website: www.mcusacdc.org/
annual-meeting/Children-K-Grade6.

May 2016

4

Annual meeting details

Feature events and activities
Bike/Run/Walk Fundraiser

When: Thursday, June 23, 11:00 am Eastern
Who: All ages – men, women, youth, children
Consider getting outdoors and seeing Columbus
and the surrounding area. Enjoy a vantage
point that opens us to the sounds, smells and
other experiences of being part of this amazing
creation.
Minimum registration is $20 per individual
and $50 per family. Pledges may be obtained to
raise additional funds. Funds raised will go into
the CDC Jubilee Fund.
Questions: Please contact Abbie Miller at
abbiemiller78@gmail.com.

Backyard picnic

When: Thursday, June 23, 5:30–7:00 pm
Columbus Mennonite will welcome us with a
picnic at Whetstone Park on Thursday evening.
Come for a time of fellowship before the
evening service. A small group from Columbus
Mennonite will host the meal.
Whetstone Park has a beautiful large rose
garden for touring, a playground and two
ponds. Come early and enjoy the park after a
long day in the car.
Cost is $12 per adult and $5 per child age 8
and under. Vegetarian and gluten-free options
will be available. Please register in advance
through the adult registration form.

Golf fund raiser

When: Thursday, June 23, 11:00 am Eastern
Where: Minerva Lake Golf Club, 2955 Minerva
Lake Rd., Columbus
Who: All ages – men, women, and youth
Enjoy the historic Minerva Lake Golf Course,
laid out with 10 holes on the front side and eight
holes on the backside. Register by Monday, June
8, with Central District Conference office online
or download the registration form and send it to
Central District Conference.
Entry Fee/Donations: The $75 entry fee
includes greens fees, riding cart and prizes to
add competitive incentive for good play. The
CDC Jubilee Fund will receive $45 of each entry
fee.
Questions: Please contact Marty Strayer at
m.strayer@att.net, 614 523 2724

Giving Back to the Community

At each annual meeting, we give back to the
community with donations to a local charity
chosen by the host congregation. The CDC
East congregations have chosen ClintonvilleBeechwold Community Resource Center Kid’s
Club, and meeting participants are invited to
give a donation during the registration process
or to bring material donations with them to the
meeting. More information at www.mcusacdc.
org/annual-meeting/

Piecemakers

When: Thursday, June 23, 2:00–5:00 pm Eastern
Who: All ages – men, women, youth
Help the Columbus Mennonite Piecemakers
knot comforters for Mennonite Central
Committee, to be given to refugees and people
in trouble around the world. We will have
comforters set up and welcome you to help
us knot. We can teach you how. Knotting will
continue Friday morning until noon.

Ice Cream Social and CMC Music Sampler

When: Thursday, June 23, 9:00 pm
Who: All ages
Following the worship service, you are invited
to share in one of CMC’s sampler concerts.
Enjoy original folk compositions, bluegrass, jazz
and more along with ice cream.
Reporter
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Live music— original folk compositions, bluegrass,
jazz and more—will delight participants at a
concert following the opening worship service on
Thursday, June 23.
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Brian Bolton ordained

B

rian Bolton, pastor of Shalom Mennonite
Church, Harrisonburg, Va., was ordained for
pastoral ministry on Sunday, May 8. Brian has
been serving as pastor since February 2014.
Previous to this he has served part-time as
minister of music for the congregation.

Brian Bolton, pastor of Shalom Mennonite Church,
was joined during the ordination service by Emily
Hershberger, his wife, and Hannah, his daughter
(left). On the right is Lois Johns Kaufmann, CDC
conference minister.

Eric Rucker licensed

E

ric Rucker was licensed
as a chaplain on Sunday,
May 15, at Atlanta Mennonite
Fellowship, Atlanta, Ga.

In the worship service on May 15, Eric Rucker
explained to the children what licensing is.
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In memoriam

R

obert L. Ramseyer, a missiologist who
served three decades as a mission worker in
Japan and two decades as a seminary professor,
died April 30 in Bluffton, Ohio.
Beginning in 1954, Ramseyer,
with his wife, Alice Ruth, served
in Japan with the Commission on
Overseas Mission (a predecessor
of Mennonite Mission Network).
Ramseyer also taught at
Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical
Seminary and founded the
Overseas Mission Training Center, an effort of
AMBS, Mennonite Board of Missions and the
Commission on Overseas Mission.
Robert and Alice Ruth were members of
Hively Avenue Mennonite Church in Elkhart
until their retirement to Bluffton, when they
joined First Mennonite Church in Bluffton.

Brian Sauder ordained

B

rian Sauder was ordained May 21 at First
Mennonite Church of Champaign-Urbana,
Ill. Chicago Community Mennonite Church, Brian’s
current congregation, joined in the service.
Brian is president and executive director
of Faith in Place, an organization that provides
education and connection to inspire people of
faith to care for creation.

Brian Sauder (center) with two Champaign-Urbana
pastors, Michael Crosby and Janet Guthrie (left),
and Lois Johns Kaufmann, CDC conference minister,
and Janeen Bertsche Johnson, Brian’s mentor (right).
Central District Office:
Lois Johns Kaufmann, conference minister
Emma Hartman, administrator
1015 Division St., Goshen, IN 46528
Toll-free: 800.662.2264
Phone: 574.534.1485
Fax: 574.534.8654
Email: office@mcusacdc.org
Web: www.mcusacdc.org
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